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EDGWORTH BOWLING CLUB 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 18th May 2026 

 
1.  Attendance / Apologies: 
  
1.1.  The meeting was attended by Kerry Holt (KH), Andrew Warman (AW), Veronica 

Wilson (VW), Robert Downie (RD), Brian Elwell (BE) and Kevin Breen (KB). 
  
1.2.  Apologies received from Andrew Spencer (AS) and Joan Turner (JT) 
 
2.  Minutes of the previous meeting: 
  
2.1.  AW had pointed out that the minutes that had been circulated did not include 

the comment that he had noted during the meeting that RD would be the 
person to look after the requirements for the greenkeeping machinery.  

  
2.2.  No further comments have been noted on the minutes which were approved by 

vote, subject to the above amendment. 
  
3.  Matters arising from last meeting. 
  
3.1.  Old non-functioning equipment:  
  
3.1.1.  The sorting and removal of old and unwanted machinery is ongoing. It was 

suggested that some of the unwanted items could be sold and the money 
raised used for servicing and repairs to the remaining items.  

  
3.2.  Blackburn with Darwen Funding for green management. 
  
3.2.1.  This matter is ongoing and contact with the council / relevant councillor has yet 

to be made. BE reported that John Fetter, (who had chaired the recent meeting 
of clubs facing the loss of grants), had made no contact with him, contrary to his 
suggestion that he would do, to facilitate a united representation to the council. 
Now that the local elections have concluded an approach to the local councillor 
will be made so that we can seek his/her assistance in possible renewal of the 
grant.      

  
4.  Green keeping. 
  
4.1.  KB reported that there were many patches on the green that were devoid of 

grass. He suggested that this was probably a result of using seaweed as a 
fertiliser and commented that there was too much iron in the soil. He further 
informed that seaweed is not a fertiliser, and therefore there had not been any 
feed going on the green.  
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4.2.  It was noted that the soil samples that had been taken and analysed indicated 
that phosphorous levels are very high which is not good for root development. 
Some of the fertilisers we have in stock contain phosphorus and it was 
recommended that we do not use them. It was agreed that a phosphorus free 
fertiliser be brought in and used in future.  

  
4.3.  KB suggested that the green be spiked with the Groundsman and irrigated so 

as to wash out the excessive elements.  
  
4.4.  The soil reports also indicated that: -   
4.4.1.  potassium is at a low level and extra is needed throughout the year.  
4.4.2.  magnesium is at a low level, and extra magnesium is needed to achieve a 

green sward. 
  
4.5.  These findings are to be addressed by the application of the correct treatments 

in the coming weeks. 
  
4.6.  KB informed that the green make up is approximately 6 inches of soil, 6 inches 

of clay, then a stone channel which drains the green, but that sand is blocking 
the drainage, although this should improve over time. However, it needs spiking 
as soon as possible and then on a regular basis. 

   
4.7.  The availability and expertise of the greenkeeping team was discussed. There 

are currently 5 fit members actively working on the green and Andy Tighe will 
come back into the team once he recovers from his recent injury. KB stated that 
the team are not always working effectively and may not be carrying out the 
correct tasks when needed. Also, it was commented that the two newest 
members of the team had only received a few minutes training on the machines 
and this needs to be addressed.  
It was agreed that the team be asked to attend a meeting to decide on a flexible 
plan for the next few months, so that all will know what needs to be done and 
when. BE agreed to attend this meeting with KB taking the lead.   

  
4.8.  With regards the green keeping equipment the following was discussed:- 
  
4.8.1.  RD informed that Nigel Dickenson had confirmed to him that the two mowers 

are now repaired and fully operational. 
  
4.8.2.  The verticutter needs some maintenance work and RD will deal with that. 
  
4.8.3.  The Groundsman is reportedly in need of servicing/ repair and adjustment. It 

was agreed that this machine should be sent to Lawn Mower Specialists in 
Darwen as a priority so that it can be properly set up for the current use 
requirements. RD to organise this. KB asked that the machine’s swaith be 
checked to ensure that it is covering the maximum area, as stated in the 
manual.  

  
4.8.4.  RD reported that several problems had been encountered due to misuse of the 

machines and this needs to be addressed with the ground keeping team.  
  
5.  Treasurer’s report/ finance 
  
5.1.  RD reported that  
5.1.1.  the current bank balance is £43,950:00 which is as expected at this stage.  
5.1.2.  payment of the rent (£750.00) is due and will be made by 20th May 2026 
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5.2.  RD confirmed that he is doing an update on the viability report but needs to 
obtain figures from the books, which Catherine Oakes is maintaining. KH stated 
that he will speak to Catherine. BE commented that we had agreed last month 
that we would ask for a quarterly summary from Catherine, meaning that this 
would not become due until mid-July.    

  
6.  Secretary’s report. 
  
6.1.  AW confirmed that membership take up now stood at 56 and RD confirmed 

receipt of subscriptions. From last year’s membership there has been 10 people 
who have declined to rejoin, and a further 14 who have not acted, and therefore 
assumed to have decided not to renew.  

  
6.2.  AW confirmed that Lancashire County fees (£1:00/person) are due. BCGBA 

fees are due on 31st May 2026, but as AW will be on holiday at that time these 
will need to be dealt with by the end of the week. 

  
7.  Competitions and Events calendar.  
  
7.1.  AW provided an update of the calendar chart for the club events. 
  
7.2.  AW reminded that the season’s first Diverse Abilities Taster is due this coming 

weekend, and that he will be asking for help with the event. 
  
7.3.  It was noted that the next club competition is the PM Electrics Trophy which is a 

pairs event to be held on 24th May 2026, and which Paul Booth will run.   
  
7.4.  VW confirmed that the clubs Away Day Event on 25th July will be held at the 

Wagon and Horses, Hawkshaw. The format for this will include a meal, (pie, 
chips and peas), and the cost will be £13:95 per head which includes the hire of 
the green. A room will be allocated for the club, but this is limited to 16 people, 
although more can bowl. AW confirmed that the number of members attending 
Rivington last year was 16, so this proposal is ideal. The green is booked, 
subject to payment. 
AW agreed to send out an email to members and the captains of each team are 
to be asked to let their players know.  

  
8.  Gardening / Tidy up Days. 
  
8.1.  The next ground/ tidy up day is set for 21st June 2026 and KH asked that 

members be encouraged to join in. 
  
9.  Barlow Trust Member. 
  
9.1.  BE informed that he attended a meeting of the trustees on 12th May 2026 in 

order to be introduced as the club’s representative trustee. Inclusion as a 
trustee will be delayed until the AGM which is being put back until July 2026. 
BE is making enquiries as to what will be expected of him, by the Trustees, 
what his liabilities would be, and what insurances exist to cover liabilities.  
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10.  Any Other Business. 
  
10.1.  Honorary membership 
  
10.1.1.  Consideration was given to bestowing honorary membership on Kevin Breen, 

Ray Loveland and Jean Liversedge. It was unanimously agreed in respect of all 
3 members. 

  
10.2.  Norman Averili 
  
10.2.1.  AW referred to an email that he had received from Clive Fenn following the sad 

death of Norman who had collapsed on the green during a match on 11th May 
2026. That email contained several comments regarding the use of the 
defibrillator, (AED), located outside the Barlow, and also the lack of information 
held with regards to Norman’s next of kin. It was agreed that this email should 
be responded too and BE agreed to collate information from Mike Kirk, who 
tried to assist Norman, and Andy Tighe who assisted with obtaining the code for 
the AED from the emergency services. BE to prepare a draft response for 
committee approval. 

  
10.2.2.  As a result of the incident safeguarding was discussed, and it was agreed that 

we should consider asking the team captains to carry information on each 
player that would assist in an emergency. The information would include next of 
kin contact details, and date of birth so that their medical history could be 
obtained by the emergency services. Additionally, the players should be asked 
to carry, in their bowls bag, an envelope marked ‘In Case of Emergency’ with 
the same information and possibly a list of current medication. The bags should 
be marked so that teammates will be able to identify it. It was also suggested 
that members could look into using the ‘In Case of Emergency´ function on their 
smart phones.   

  
10.3.  Defibrillator 
  
10.3.1.  In view of the tragic incident discussions were held as to whether the club 

should obtain its own AED. It was noted that as there is a publicly accessible 
one with 24/7 access, within the ideal distance stated in The Resuscitation 
Council UK ‘s publication, and a second one accessible at the cricket club, 
during its opening hours, it is unlikely that grant funding would be available. 
Other pros and cons were discussed, including maintenance responsibilities, 
and affordable ongoing costs. The proposal to obtain our own AED was put to 
vote with the following result: 
For – 1 
Against -5  
Abstentions – 0 
It was therefore carried that we would not at this time pursue obtaining our own 
AED.  
KB requested that it be noted that he voted for obtaining an AED  

  
10.4.  Advertising  
  
10.4.1.  RD commented that Thomas Estate Agents had been in touch asking for 

photographs to show location of their advertising board, with a view to looking 
for a more prominent position. This could attract an increased fee. 

  
10.4.2.  It is understood that Margaret Whittaker maybe contacting Dave Lee, a 

scaffolder to try and sell advertising space. 
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10.4.3.  As JT was not in attendance an update on invoicing of current advertisers will 

be dealt with next meeting. 
  
10.5.  Health and Safety issues. 
  
10.5.1.  It has been noted that there are some large gaps in the mortar joints in the 

brickwork forming the opening for the external door/gate from the Barlow to the 
car park/ access to the external store within the property used under agreement 
by the club. BE agreed to notify the trustees. 

  
10.5.2.  RD pointed out that the machinery store needs to be cleaned out, with 

redundant equipment being disposed of. RD will prepare a list for agreement. 
  
10.5.3.  RD commented that there is an uneven joint on the car park surface where the 

old tarmac meets newer tarmac and that this is a potential trip hazard. BE to 
report to the Trustees. 

  
10.6.  Walking football club’s request to use our storage. 
  
10.6.1.  AW has been asked if the walking football club can use some of the space 

within our stores to store their nets and other equipment, as their previous 
storage area has been withdrawn following the development at the cricket club. 
This has not been agreed for several reasons, including lack of clarity on the 
football clubs intension to carry out modifications to suit their requirements, 
insurance issues, and security. It has been confirmed that the football club are 
no longer pursuing this as they have found another alternative. 

  
10.7.  Heritage Open Day 
  
10.7.1.  AW referred to an email he has received from the church of St Anne Turton in 

Chapeltown concerning a Heritage Open Day, and which he has circulated. We 
are being asked if we would be willing to contribute by displaying historic 
connections. The event will be held on 26th September 2026. It is suggested 
that we ask around the players to see if anyone has any ideas, or material, such 
as photographs, that could be used. 

  
10.8.  Water charges 
  
10.8.1.  BE referred to the message he had received from the Barlow Trustees and had 

passed to the committee concerning water usage. A copy of the water bills that 
the Barlow have received have been promised and are awaited.  

  
10.9.  Next meeting 
  
10.10.  The next meeting is to be held at 10:30 on 22nd June 2026 at 18 Moorfield 

Edgworth. 
 


